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BACKGROUND
* TO Increase awareness of
paradoxical embolism via

Intracardiac shunts in cystic

fibrosis patients.

Case Presentation

» 52-year-old female with cystic

fibrosis presented to the

emergency department with
right-sided hemiparesis and

expressive aphasia.

e CT scans of the brain revealed a

left middle cerebral artery
territory infarct.(Fig 1A-D)
» A diagnosis of paradoxical

cerebral embolism associated
with a patent foramen ovale
(PFQO) and a history of deep
venous thrombosis was made.

* The patient underwent

endovascular thrombectomy
and percutaneous closure of the

PFO. (Fig 1E-H)
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e DISCUSSION

Cystic fibrosis (CF) patients with
advanced lung disease are prone to
develop pulmonary hypertension,
with a potential for right-to-left
shunt and paradoxical
embolization.

The concomitant presence of
Implanted vascular access devices
and Intracardiac shunts might be
additive risk.

Acute and fluctuating neurologic
symptoms and signs suggestive of
cerebrovascular disease In CF
patients may be due to paradoxical
embolization via PFO.

To date, six cases of paradoxical
cerebral embolization in CF
patients have been reported.

The result of this case report, In
context to previously reported
literature, suggest that clinicians
should be aware of paradoxical
embolization in CF patients.
Whether prophylactic closure of
Incidental PFOs Iin CF patients
should be considered remains a
daunting question.
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